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SOUTHEAST CORRIDOR
I-25 FROM BROADWAY SOUTH TO LINCOLN AVE.
[-225 FROM I-25 TO PARKER ROAD

Historic Resources Survey Report

Objectives

This report has been prepared as part of the Environmental Impact Statement on
proposed transportation improvements to the |1-25 corridor in Denver, Arapahoe and
Douglas counties. The traffic flow in this congested corridor will be enhanced by the
proposed construction of nearly 20 miles of light rail along portions of 1-25 and 1-225 and
by as many miles of additional highway capacity including some interchange reconstruction
and replacement of bridges. This study is a joint effort of the Colorado Department of
Transportation (CDOT), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) and the Regional Transportation District (RTD). It has been prepared
to meet the requirements for their compliance with the State Register Act, CRS 24-80.1
and for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (as
amended) and with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's regulations.

Project Description

|-25 from Broadway in Denver to Lincoln Ave. in Douglas County is one of Colorado's most
important - - and most congested - - highways. Over 200,000 vehicles a day travel this
route, sometimes referred to as the Southeast Corridor. With the Denver Tech Center on
the south and Downtown Denver on the north, the demands on this more than 40 year old
highway increase daily.

The Southeast Corridor has long been recognized as one of the Denver region's highest
priority travel corridors. The corridor follows 1-25, the only north-south freeway in the State,
and 1-225, which provides access to |-70, the region's major east-west freeway. (see
Figure 1). The Southeast Corridor connects the region's two largest employment centers -
- the Denver central business district, with approximately 100,000 employees in the mid
1990s, and the Southeast business district with approximately 80,000 employees in the
mid 1990s. The Southeast business district includes the Denver Technological Center,
Greenwood Village, Inverness and Greenwood Plaza business parks.
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With employment centers at both ends of the corridor, traffic congestion occurs in both
directions during the morning and evening rush hours. Traffic volumes continue to rise
faster thalincreases in population and employment, and the duration of the peak rush hour
has grown over the years. All of these factors combine to make the Southeast Corridor the
highest volume, most congested corridor in the region.

The purpose of this multi-modal project is to improve transit travel time and reliability in the
Southeast Corridor, attract additional transit riders, enhance safety for motorists, replace
aging infrastructure, reduce travel time and congestion on some freeway segments and
on some nearby arterial streets and support the rapidly growing residential and commercial
areas served by the Southeast Corridor. The proposed transportation improvements
include construction of light rail, additional highway lanes and other highway elements.

Proposed Light Rail Improvements

CDOT and RTD are proposing to build 31 kilometers (19.7 miles) of new double tracked
light rail transit in the Southeast Corridor. This line will connect with the existing Central
Corridor light rail line and with the Southwest Corridor line which is currently under
construction and extends south from the Broadway station along South Santa Fe Drive.
The proposed Southeast Corridor rail line will be located on the west side of |-25 from the
existing Broadway transit station southward to the end of the line near Lincoln Ave. in
Douglas County. There will also be a light rail line following the median of 1-225 extending
from the 1-25/1-225 interchange northeast to Parker Road. The light rail guideway along
I-25 and [-225 will be fully grade separated within the highway right of way.

Thirteen stations are proposed along the corridor. The station locations are:
Downing/Louisiana St.
University Blvd.

Colorado Bivd.

Yale Ave.
Southmoor/Hampden Ave.
Union Ave.

Orchard Road

Arapahoe Road

Dry Creek Road

County Line Road

Lincoln Ave.

Dayton St. on 1-225
Parker Rd. on |-225

All of these stations will provide a train platform, passenger drop-off and pick-up area and
a shelter. All the stations except for the Downing St. station and the Union Ave. station will
provide parking.

&
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Proposed Highway Improvements

Development of additional highway capacity is also a part of the planned Southeast
Corridor Improvements. These improvements which will mainly all be built within existing
right-of-ways include construction of an additional lane in each direction, improvement of
acceleration/deceleration lanes where necessary, storm drainage improvements, widening
highway shoulders where possible, interchange improvements at University Blvd. and
Colorado Blvd. and modification and replacement of some of the bridges over I-25. 1-25
will basically be rebuilt from Broadway south to Steele St., Hampden Ave. to Quincy Ave.
and Arapahoe Road to County Line Road. Collector/distributor roads will be added on
northbound I-25 from Broadway to Emerson St. and from Evans Ave. to Colorado Bivd. on
the northbound direction.

As part of the improvements, the following bridges will be completely replaced with new
bridges:

o Logan St.
Washington St.
Louisiana Ave.
Emerson St.
Downing St.
Franklin St.
University Blvd.
Steele St.
Quincy Ave.

The following bridges will be widened:
Highline Canal

Belleview Ave.

Orchard Road

Arapahoe Road

Dry Creek Road

1-225 over Quebec St. (Ulster)
1-225 over DTC Parkway(Tamarac)
I-225 over Cherry Creek

In addition, the pedestrian underpass, located just north of the Highline Canal crossing
with [-25 between Yale Ave. and Hampden Ave., will be lengthened and the Colorado and
Southern Railway bridge at Evans and I-25 will be removed.

At the 1-25/1-225 interchange, the southeast flyover ramp will be replaced with a new
bridge. From southbound I-25 to northbound 1-225, the left-hand off-ramp will be
eliminated and a right-hand off-ramp will be built. From southbound 1-225 to southbound
I-25 the left-hand on-ramp will be eliminated and a new right-hand on-ramp will be built.



Project Area

The general project area includes about twenty miles of light rail and highway
improvements located along 1-25 from the I-25 and Broadway intersection south to Lincoln
Ave in Douglas County and along 1-225 from its intersection with |-25 northeast to Parker
Road in Aurora. The land to be affected by construction of this highway is in the cities of
Denver, Cherry Hills Village, Greenwood Village and Aurora and in Arapahoe and Douglas
Counties. The general project area is shown on Figure 1.

Specifically, the project area starts at I-25 and Broadway in Township 4S, Range 68W,
Section 15 on the Englewood, Colorado USGS quadrangle map. It continues following
1-25 in a southeast direction through Sections 22, 23 and 24 in that same Township and
Range. In T4S, R67W it passes through sections 19, 30, 31 and 32 and in T5S, R67W its
course passes through Sections 5, 8, 9,16, 21, 22, 27 and 34. It then moves into T8S,
R67W traversing through Section 3 and terminating in Section 10 on the Parker, Colorado
quadrangle map. The project area also includes a segment on 1-225. That segment starts
in Section 8 of T5S, R67W on the Englewood Colorado USGS quadrangle map and
continues in a northeast direction through sections 9, 4, 3 and 2. It then crosses Section
35 of T4S, R67W and ends in Section 36 of that same township and range which is on the
Fitzsimmons, Colorado USGS quadrangle map. The proposed maintenance facility is
located in Section 34 of T4S, R68W on the Englewood, Colorado USGS quadrangle map.
Figure 2 shows the specific project area on the USGS quad maps.

This area is primarily urban in character with land uses that include commercial, industrial,
office, single family and multi-family residential development.

Literature Review

A file search for the general southeast corridor area was conducted at the Colorado
Historical Society Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation. That file search
identified a total of 64 sites in the general area around the project. The range for that file
search extended several blocks out from both edges of [-25 throughout the entire 20 mile
length of 1-25 and 1-225.

Several local history books and previously published reports proved valuable in providing
information about the history of the project area. These are listed in the Bibliography at the
end of this report.



L i -v,.s:n\mm & T i " .‘\' . v_:",.;} i ‘

1 ':}A‘ 5dda i s Bl \ 4 ‘ h .
UwHsr| 1o s el ! . NS ST Vel sihe |in wiy

s PN 3 3 NG hrang r . R o WS pagarmay

m
! H e \~\» - -
if. L E‘Hnl \ %L | E Denver | l—
| “%: ;;q \| % .;ih"‘ H

0 Countey Club

Mol 1 i] | u =- reep T |
' .,_‘_‘ N ‘.7~ ; }\\\_/{%}/‘,/ .
(" 1% ; v 1 \ R — .
= \ 2r( i ks Atdenative HigtiSen| W3 { o ~ =R { P
i\ NS N .—'\\..I. P Og| “’.6? - s a t X T32 B 'Q‘ !
\‘ ~.<".'.'4/\\ a&“mniﬁDxSau .. { Y I y fz l_
\ S W e \\. P el UET Jg MERA \. Tt s . |
N | ‘ | § 1 = - (-J‘\ // E Stedle 3 \‘ N.ood
Wb o 3 N ¢ hna
W\ milt . L 8M P N
e ;| L kil N ©303 i R \\
AT e \ o ‘H—(\\
i | | L ! 2 : !
l 1T { 7 o ' _—T/
Lt A Iy - S
! i R X B ook | N ; ) 35|
. ‘. e &
RN B (et NN VR
A Iﬁlﬁﬂ’i: Q ) 15-5 calrb e »q,.'nﬁ»: A",L\. el ] | sl {8 -—:
I [Park N | A af |l-ngils T R L P W % T
i\ AT FEFTTINY 27 T
e e AN > i are
Y ][O
N T i %
r]__ } gabr | & ’.g;sr ‘l_b‘[:_v_'r‘l_
1 H c o /’l |
- * j I;L Ly 48
O L [ S sy i
Vahde) Y [ =4 | | Cé\/\.
- Pai): [‘ L \ ¢
il L
Doffvert 18347
: oy
g .l

and Pardc 1

Golf Course ; s

)
T
™~
i
o

b3
3
/ b —t )a
L A .( AVE
/ 1i A g B
[ 88D
o o8 e I
(i ) ,l’i i c/ ,
3 Looal. <! |
[ B H- '//
;| b ey
23] e -H-.”""
= 3 ap
WE Hervard Gleh 3l
@ »

&

/ i1
e émfh Zes Mo R Hipein
ol B W Wl v

USGS Englewood Quadrangle, 1994 Project Limits Q
Southeast

e
T A

Southeast Corridor Project Location
':.'fl.l"ﬂ";" i %ﬂﬁ ,?::-‘— Figure 23

T et ne

—ty
DEL
Ty
<23} Resedal

GG
TT-+-5300.
A
Deee
2
H




V. 1 S R N ] b N L
E—'“ Gty {eall ‘~_-/_._ \‘\“\‘— ')/I. ! 1715 ) =\
5 Y -!l. ¥ \ 5 / B\ Cg : e Mealt 4 h
el Gl i AL | \'\,'F,}. | r&a 7S

il S , N

il

F)s .
| [ 9
== | e ¥

P Bt ‘bﬁ
A FiMcMWillamg " e i

USGS Englewood Quadrangle, 1994 Project Limits Q

Soucast Southeast Corridor Project Location

Corridor R FD “?____: Figure 2b




3 N k.5t [bop:at-Celt
AW i ;\\\L“'
Tk

4 MRt
. Southmoor -
o Pork, [

& ey & ../
A enpiinyengnic):
< __|seprenkg

0 ¥l

Vibuatain View A
N Q?Tl Course.

L' R Rl
PSR —
‘

USGS En%iewood Quadrangle, 1984

Project Limits
USGS Highlands ;Ranch Quadrangle, 1994
Southeis Southeast Corridor Project Location
Corridor B8 D Q
et

Figure 2¢



e R e e

| mie L - O

o

721 ., RS
/\';ﬁwl / r"ul.':lms[i-cq;‘_ =1

B4 Sanmears st

S J/\‘

5 ] et Ty
= //\/w‘:é?

1)
) \ R
el Iy
PRt iiize L i I\
er\_\ >!u‘ A o 3oty

,

!

USGS Highlands Ranch Quadrangle, 1884 Project Limits

Soutesss Southeast Corridor Project Location
2 Figure 2d

=

Corridor 0. B2



(==

s ot '
“ Anvedags”: /)
o~ Gulfen

USGS Parker Quadrangle, 1994
Southoast

Project Limits

Southeast Corridor Project Location

Figure 2e






